
Staff Report 
City Code Text Amendment 

Z-TA-2-21-7
January 4, 2022 

Application No. Z-TA-2-21-7: Amend Article XIII (Airport Zoning), Section 4-241 
(Zones) of the City Code to permit up to 250 feet in height at the southwest corner of 1st 
Street and Jackson Street. 

Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends approval of Z-TA-2-21-7 as shown in the 
recommended text in Exhibit A. 

Background: 
This request is to amend Article XIII (Airport Zoning), 
Section 4-241 (Zones) of the City Code to permit up 
to 250 feet in height for a 1.30 acre site located at the 
southwest corner of 1st Street and Jackson Street.  

On February 3, 2021, the Phoenix City Council 
approved Z-TA-5-20-7 and Z-26-20-7 which amended 
the Downtown Code Height Map to allow up to 250 
feet in height and removed the Historic Preservation 
Overlay on the subject site. A request to remove the 
conservation easement on the site was also 
approved.  

The Airport Height Zoning Ordinance, established in 1971, protects arrival, departure, 
and engine-out procedures around the airport and outlines maximum heights for 
buildings and other structures that are regulated by the City of Phoenix. In March 2006, 
the Phoenix City Council approved the Phase 1 “Downtown Zone” amendment to the 
1971 Airport Height Zoning Ordinance. That amendment changed the Airport Height 
Zoning restrictions within the “Downtown Zone” for an area bounded by 7th Avenue to 
7th Street and Fillmore Street to Lincoln Street. Cases Z-TA-9-06 and Z-32-08 amended 
the Airport Height Zoning text in the City Code to establish height limits for obstacles in 
the vicinity of Phoenix Sky Harbor Airport that are not covered by the existing downtown 
zones.  

The Downtown Code, Chapter 12 of the Zoning Ordinance, was approved in 2010 and 
governs the allowable heights within the downtown area. The Downtown Code states 

Aerial Map, Source: City of Phoenix 
Planning and Development Department 
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that the allowable heights cannot exceed those listed in the airport height limits of the 
City Code.  

The proposed development is a mixed-use building with ground floor office, retail, 
restaurant and hotel uses. The subject site is used as an office building for the Arizona 
Opportunities Industrialization Center and is listed on the Phoenix Historic Property 
Register as the “Arizona Hardware Supply Company Warehouse” and on the National 
Historic Property Register as the “Chambers Transfer and Storage Co. Central 
Warehouse.”  

The subject site is currently within Area 2 and 4B of the Airport Height Map, which 
allows maximum heights of 1,300 and 1,350 feet Mean Sea Level, which are 165 and 
215 feet from grade, respectively. Those height limits are lower than the 250 feet 
maximum height allowed in the Downtown Code. This text amendment proposes to 
amend the City Code to allow a maximum height of 250 feet, to match was approved by 
City Council in the amended Downtown Code Height Map.  

Airport Height Map, Source: City of Phoenix 
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Staff Analysis 

The proposal is consistent with the approved maximum height in the Downtown Code 
and is consistent with the allowable heights in the surrounding area. Further, at the time 
this application was submitted the Interim Aviation Department Director contacted the 
operating airline partners at Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport and they do not 
oppose the request.  

Conclusion 

Staff recommends approval of Z-TA-2-21-7 to amend Article XIII (Airport Zoning), 
Section 4-241 (Zones) of the City Code as shown in Exhibit A.  

Writer 
Sarah Stockham 
January 4, 2022 

Team Leader 
Samantha Keating 

Exhibits 
Exhibit A: Proposed Language (4 pages) 
Sketch Map  
Airport Zoning Map 
Applicant Narrative (11 pages) 



EXHIBIT A 

Application No. Z-TA-2-21-7: Amend Article XIII (Airport Zoning), Section 4-241 
(Zones) of the City Code to permit up to 250 feet in height at the southwest corner of 1st 
Street and Jackson Street. 

Staff Proposed Language That May Be Modified During the Public Hearing Process is 
as follows: 

Amend Article XIII, Section 4-241 (Zones) to read as follows and by removing the 
old map, and inserting the new map as follows: 

*** 

B. Height Zone B—Downtown Zone. The Downtown Zone shall be subdivided into
fifteen SIXTEEN contour areas as shown in the attached Downtown Zone Map.

*** 

3. Maximum building height includes all structures as shown below.

*** 

AREA 15: 1,700 FEET MSL WITHIN THE COORDINATES: 

Latitude Longitude 

33 27 17.29821 112 04 57.74605 

33 27 17.29253 112 04 54.91001 

33 26 49.85140 112 04 54.90606 

33 26 50.14964 112 04 57.74074 

AREA 16: 1,385 FEET MSL WITHIN THE COORDINATES: 

LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

NEC 33 26 41.7464 112 04 21.6795 

SEC 33 26 40.3868 112 04 21.6816 

SWC 33 26 40.3970 112 04 24.6317 

NWC 33 26 41.7488 112 04 24.6291 
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Where an area is covered by more than one height limitation, the more 
restrictive limitation shall prevail. Any tree or structure which may be erected, 
or caused to be erected, by the City of Phoenix for public purposes, is hereby 
exempted from the height limitations of this Ordinance. 
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*** 
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*Maximum Building Height includes all rooftop
appurtenances, obstruction lights, lightning
arresting devices, etc. as shown below. All
elevations are above Mean Sea Level (NAVD 88).

This Zoning Ordinance does not replace any formal federal or state
review process of a specific project. Requests for building permits
must include building coordinates and an FAA determination letter if
required as per Federal Aviation Regulations Part 77.13.

Downtown Zone Boundaries



APPLICATION NO:

VILLAGE:

APPLICANT:

COUNCIL DISTRICT:

ACRES:

EXISTING:

PROPOSED CHANGE:

1.30 +/-
7

Nick Wood, Esq., Snell & Wilmer, LLP
Central City

Area 16, 1385' MSL  (1.30 +/- Acres)

Area 2, 1300' MSL  (0.79 +/- Acres)
Area 4B, 1350' MSL  (0.51 +/- Acres)

CITY OF PHOENIX PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 200 W WASHINGTON ST PHOENIX, AZ 85003 (602) 262-6882
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Text Amendment
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